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News Brief 
 

 Bangabandhu Satellite-1 is going to start its first ever commercial operation from today 

following the successful trial run. The Bangladesh Communication Satellite Company Limited, at a 

function in Dhaka today marking the launching anniversary of the satellite, will sign agreements 

with the local television channels and other firms to rent the transponders of the satellite. 

 Buddha Purnima, the biggest religious festival of the Buddhist community, was celebrated 

yesterday across the country with due religious fervor and festivity. On the eve of the day, 

President Md. Abdul Hamid and Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina issued separate messages greeting 

the members of the Buddhist community as well as the countrymen.  

 Speaker Dr. Shirin Sharmin Chaudhury has urged the country's young generation to enrich 

them with IT knowledge to survive in the future world competition.  The Speaker made the urge 

while inaugurating an IT training programme in Pirganj of Rangpur yesterday.   

 Road Transport and Bridges Minister Obaidul Quader will join his office today after 

returning home following his treatment in Singapore. The Minister will attend a meeting on 

progress of ongoing development projects and exchange views with the journalists at the Road 

Transport and Highways Division this morning.  

 Agriculture Minister Dr. Md. Abdur Razzaque has said, Bangladesh became self-reliant in 

food grains production in the last couples of years due to the innovative measures taken by the 

present government. The Minister said this while addressing a seminar on the impact of climate 

change organized by Bangladesh Climate Change Journalist Forum in Dhaka yesterday. Referring 

to the declining price of paddy across the country the Minister said, the government is looking for 

ways to address the issue.  

 Information Minister Dr. Hasan Mahmud has said, all online news portals will be brought 

under registration soon as organizations concerned have already submitted reports in this regard. 

The Minister said this while addressing a workshop titled “Ethics of Journalism, dissemination of 

objective news and apprising of right to Information Act” at Bangabandhu Hall of Chattogram 

Press Club yesterday. The Minister urged the journalists to extend their co-operation to bring the 

online news portals under registration.  

 Prime Minister's International Affairs Adviser Dr. Gowher Rizvi has said, the Belt and 

Road Initiative launched by Chinese President Xi Jinping would help Bangladesh achieve its 

development goals. Dr. Gowher Rizvi was addressing a launching ceremony of 'Bangladesh-China 

Silk Road Forum' at the Jatiya Press Club in Dhaka yesterday. Chinese Ambassador to Bangladesh 

Zhang Zuo addressing the function said, his country would like to push China-Bangladesh relations 

into a new era.    

 Highly praising Bangladeshi workers as hard-working ones President of Malaysian ruling 

People's Justice Party Anwar Ibrahim has said, their government is working to ensure wages, 

accommodation and welfare of the Bangladeshi workers. Anwar Ibrahim made the remarks when 

visiting State Minister for Expatriates' Welfare and Overseas Employment Imran Ahmad met him 

at his office in Kuala Lumpur on Friday.   

 A committee has been formed to investigate Friday's collapse of a pandal on the Baitul 

Mukarram National Mosque premises that killed one person and injured 22 others. The Islamic 

Foundation Secretary is leading the five-member body. State Minister for Religious Affairs Sheikh 

Md. Abdullah yesterday visited the injured at the Dhaka Medical College Hospital and National 

Institute of Traumatology and Orthopedic Rehabilitation in the capital.  
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